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Presentation Objectives 

1. Pesticide-related illness data 

2. Laws applicable to landscapes 

3. General toxicology of common herbicides 

4. Actual pesticide illness cases; causes of 
pesticide exposure and prevention 



Pesticide Illness Monitoring and 

Prevention Program 

ÅIn 1989 pesticide exposure became a reportable 
condition in WA (RCW 70.104) and the Pesticide 
Incident Reporting and Tracking (PIRT) Panel 
was created. 

 

ÅInvestigate approximately 250 reports/year 

 

ÅData collected is used to identify trends, 
problems and understand effects to human 
health for appropriate intervention 



Case Definition 

Case classification 

a. Documentation of exposure and health 

effects  

b. Symptoms are characteristic of known 

toxicological effects of the pesticide 

c. Time between exposure and symptom onset  

 

 



Agricultural vs. Non-Agricultural 

Cases 2004-2009 
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Work-Related Cases, 2004-2008 
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The Law: landscape pesticide 

applications 

Landscape or right-of-way applications 

ïCertified applicators are required to display 

contact info; carry MSDSs 

ïLandscape applications to school grounds, 

licensed day care, regardless of 

certification require markers at each primary 

point of entry to school grounds 

ÅMarkers must remain minimum 24 hrs 



The Law: landscape pesticide 

applications 

ÅGround maintenance licensing exemption 

ïOnly if ground maintenance duties are 

occasional (ex: works at apt. complex, 

multiple responsibilities- applying pesticides 

on occasion) 

Pesticide sensitive registry 
Å WSDA sends certified applicators list twice a year. 

Å Certified applicators required to notify persons on list 

prior to landscape or right-of-way applications to 

adjoining property 



The label is the lawé 
Highest toxicity. 

Warning (next highest) 

Caution (lowest toxicity) 


